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REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

Of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

And  to  the  Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 


In  a  public  Institution,  that  has  passed  through  its 
experimental  stages,  and  has  attained  a  certain  condi¬ 
tion  of  systematic  and  steady  usefulness,  the  lapse  of  a 
year  is  seldom  likely  to  bring  forth  events  of  particular 
importance  or  of  general  interest. 

The  events  which  have  occurred,  however,  although 
they  may  be  considered  of  little  consequence  in  them¬ 
selves,  have  become  a  part  of  its  history,  and  may  have 
a  bearing,  more  or  less  important,  on  its  future  progress 
and  usefulness.  It  is  therefore  proper,  if  not  necessary, 
to  record  them. 

Those  who  take  a  benevolent  interest  in  the  general 
objects  of  the  Institution,  as  well  as  those  who  feel  a 
particular  interest  in  its  inmates  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
from  an  authentic  source,  that  it  is  doing  its  work  sue- 
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cessfully,  and  that  it  lias  been  preserved  by  the  goodness 
of’  the  Almighty,  from  those  casualties,  which  might 
have  impeded  its  progress,  or  paralyzed  its  operations. 

The  Institution  lias  passed  through  another  year 
with  satisfaction  to  those  who  control  its  affairs ;  with 
encouragement  to  those  who  share  its  labors  ;  and  profit 
to  those  who  receive  its  benefits.  Its  officers  have  been 
industrious  and  efficient,  attentive  and  kind ;  its  finances 
have  been  improved ;  its  comforts  and  conveniences 
have  been  multiplied,  and  its  ability  to  do  good  has  been 
increased. 

It  enters,  therefore,  upon  a  new  period  of  exertion, 
with  bright  prospects  and  lively  hopes.  The  extended 
appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  Coi  nmonwealth,  enabled  the  Institution  to  admit 
twelve  additional  pupils,  which  number  has  been  received 
and  accommodated. 

In  the  department  of  instruction  we  have  no  discovery 
in  the  science  of  education  to  present,  nothing  striking 
or  brilliant  in  the  development  of  mind  to  record.  The 
fruits  of  experience  are  gradually  ripening.  Patience, 
industry  and  perseverance,  those  old  virtues,  are  pro¬ 
ducing  results  substantial  and  cheering. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  great  advantage 
of  teaching  deaf  mutes  at  home,  to  write,  and  spell  on 
the  fingers,  the  names  of  those  familiar  objects  which 
are  around  them.  We  have  received  several,  who  have 
been  thus  taught,  and  the  importance  of  it,  is  strikingly 


manifest  in  them,  as  they  are  greatly  in  advance  of  their 
uninstructed  companions.  This  can  be  begun  at  quite 
an  early  age,  and  the  benefit  to  the  child  will  soon  be 
apparent.  The  friends  of  deaf  mutes  ought  by  all  means 
to  attempt  it  in  every  case. 

We  have  admitted,  this  year,  an  unusual  number  of 
semi-mutes,  that  is,  those  who  lost  their  hearing,  after 
having  learned  to  talk,  and  in  some  cases  to  read. 
Having  had  the  organs  of  speech  moulded,  as  it  were, 
to  the  positions  necessary  for  articulation,  they  have 
retained  the  faculty  of  speech  in  an  imperfect,  but  often 
intelligible  degree.  In  some  few  cases,  the  power  of 
reading  from  the  lips,  to  a  limited  extent,  has  been 
acquired.  They  will  be  encouraged  and  assisted  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  these  powers,  as  much 
as  the  nature  of  the  cases  will  admit. 

It  was  deemed  expedient  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
deaf  mute  teacher;  accordingly,  Mr.  Joseph  Mount,  a 
young  gentleman  of  good  capacity,  respectable  acquire¬ 
ments,  and  unexceptionable  character,  was  engaged  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  preparation  for  his  task,  on 
the  1st  of  October  last. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  the  art  of  tailoring  has 
been  added  to  that  of  shoemaking,  with  very  good  pros¬ 
pects  of  usefulness. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  several  local  improvements 
have  been  effected  ;  the  most  important  of  which,  is  the 
construction  of  an  iron  railing  across  the  entire  front  of 
the  premises.  Unfortunately,  in  its  original  location, 
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the  main  building,  from  want  of  space,  was  placed  too 
near  the  street.  This  street  has  become  a  great  tho¬ 
roughfare.  An  extensive  neighborhood  has  been  ga¬ 
thered  around  the  Institution,  and  a  rapidly  increasing 
population  is  constantly  passing  by  it.  Thus  situated, 
we  were  exposed  to  much  annoyance,  inconvenience, 
and  injury,  to  remedy  which,  it  became  necessary  to  do 
something.  A  neat,  economical,  and  substantial  iron 
railing,  has  been  completed  across  the  whole  front  of 
the  lot,  the  appearance  of  which  has  given  general  satis¬ 
faction,  and  which,  no  doubt,  will  fully  accomplish  the 
objects  of  its  construction. 

It  is  again  the  melancholy  duty  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  to  record  the  inroads  of  death.  From  among  their 
own  number,  they  announce,  with  regret,  the  loss  of 
Dr.  Jacob  Randolph,  whose  high  standing  and  great 
professional  skill  and  celebrity,  rendered  his  loss  exten¬ 
sively  felt.  His  long  continued  services  as  a  physician 
to  the  Institution,  in  connection  with  those  of  his  emi¬ 
nent  colleagues,  will  ever  be  remembered  with  gratitude. 

It  is  our  sad  task  to  notice  the  decease  of  James  C. 
Murtagh,  on  the  7th  of  May  last,  of  a  lingering  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  brain. 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Murtagh,  himself  a  mute, 
had  been  a  useful  and  efficient  teacher  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  till  the  encroachment  of  disease  gradually  de¬ 
prived  the  Institution  of  his  services,  at  a  time  when 
increasing  and  ripened  experience,  should  have  made 
those  services  most  valuable. 
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He  was  one  of  the  first  pupils  of  the  Institution,  and 
in  its  early  career,  contributed  greatly  towards  exciting 
an  interest  in  its  behalf. 

His  vivacity,  his  aptitude  to  learn,  his  versatile  talents 
when  a  boy,  insured  for  him  many  friends. 

In  his  manhood,  the  correctness  of  his  deportment,  his 
suavity  of  manners,  his  amiable  disposition,  his  skill 
and  ingenuity,  commanded  the  respect,  admiration  and 
regard  of  a  large  number  of  acquaintances. 

In  the  relations  of  husband,  parent  and  friend,  he  was 
very  exemplary,  and  endeared  himself  to  a  circle  who 
mourn  his  loss,  with  deep  sorrow  and  sincere  affection. 

He  was  a  striking  example  of  the  value  of  such  an 
Institution  as  this,  in  restoring  to  society,  one  whom  the 
hand  of  a  peculiar  misfortune  seemed  to  have  cut  off 
from  its  intercourse,  its  benefits,  its  honors,  and  its 
enjoyments. 

Among  the  pupils,  two  victims  have  fallen  before  the 
great  destroyer. 

William  F.  Kimble,  of  Wayne  county,  Pa.,  aged  15, 
died  of  acute  jaundice,  on  the  13th  of  August  last. 

Hiram  McCullough,  from  Allegheny  county,  Pa.,  aged 
19,  died  of  lingering  consumption,  on  the  25th  of  No¬ 
vember  last. 

With  the  exception  of  colds,  the  effects  of  a  prevail¬ 
ing  influenza,  the  Institution  has  enjoyed  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  share  of  health  and  exemption  from  casualty, 
especially  when  we  consider  the  number  composing  its 
large  family. 
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During  the  year  1848,  twenty-eight  pupils  have  been 
admitted,  seventeen  discharged,  and  two  have  died. 

There  remained  connected  with  the  Institution  on  the 
31st  ultimo — 

Boys,  -----  63 

Girls,  -----  58 


Total,  121 


Of  the  whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  In¬ 
stitution, 

87  are  supported  by  Pennsylvania. 

7  “  “  “  New  Jersey. 

10  “  “  “  Maryland. 

3  “  “  “  Delaware. 

14  “  “  “  their  friends,  or  the  Institution. 
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Those  supported  by  Pennsylvania  are  from  the  follow- 


ing  counties : 
Allegheny,  - 

5 

Bucks,  - 

2 

Armstrong,  - 

1 

Butler,  - 

1 

Beaver, 

2 

Cambria, 

1 

Bedford, 

1 

Centre, 

1 

Berks,  . 

5 

Chester, 

3 

Bradford, 

2 

Clarion, 

2 
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Clinton, 

- 

1 

Mercer, 

1 

Crawford, 

- 

1 

Montgomery, 

2 

Dauphin, 

- 

3 

Northumberland,  - 

2 

Delaware, 

- 

1 

Perry,  - 

1 

Erie,  - 

- 

2 

Philadelphia,  - 

23 

Fayette, 

- 

1 

Schuylkill, 

2 

Jefferson, 

- 

1 

Sullivan, 

1 

Juniata, 

- 

1 

Venango, 

1 

Lancaster,  - 

- 

4 

Washington, 

1 

Lebanon, 

- 

1 

Westmoreland, 

1 

Lehigh, 

- 

2 

York,  - 

6 

Luzerne, 

- 

1 

— 

Lycoming,  - 

- 

1 

Total, 

87 

Those  supported  by  New  Jersey  are  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  counties : 

Burlington,  - 

- 

3 

Gloucester,  - 

1 

Cape  May,  - 

- 

1 

Monmouth,  - 

1 

Cumberland,  - 

1 

Total, 

7 

Those  supported  by  Maryland  are  from  the  following 
counties : 

Allegheny,  - 

- 

2 

Queen  Anne’s, 

1 

Baltimore, 

- 

1 

Somerset, 

1 

Dorchester,  - 

- 

2 

Worcester,  - 

1 

Frederick,  *- 

- 

2 

— 

o 


Total,  10 
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Those  supported  by  Delaware  are  from  the  following 
counties : 

Kent, . 2 

Newcastle,  -----  1 

Total,  3 

Those  supported  by  their  friends,  or  the  Institution 


are  from : 

District  of  Columbia,  2 

State  of  Maryland,  -  -  -  5 

Pennsylvania,  4 

Venezuela,  South  America,  1 

Virginia,  -----  2 


Total,  14 


Of  the  28  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  1848,  11 
were  born  deaf. 

1  became  deaf  by  a  severe  cold  at  3  months  old. 

“  small  pox  at  1  year  of  age. 

“  fright  at  7  months  old. 

“  measles  at  8  years  old. 

“  cold  and  catarrh  fever  at  3  years  old. 
“  typhus  fever  at  1  year  and  7  months. 

“  scarlet  fever  at  4  years  old. 

4 

“  “  “  2  years  old. 

“  “  “  5  years  and  4  months. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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1  became  deaf  by  scarlet  fever  at  5  years. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


66 

66 

66 

46 

66 


66 


66 


66 


66 


66 


66 


66 


“  10  months. 

“  8  years  old. 

“  7  years  old. 

measles,  between  2  and  3  years  old. 
fever  at  3  years  old. 
gathering  in  the  head  at  2  years  old. 
kick  of  a  horse  at  12  or  14  months. 
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The  Account  of  the  Treasurer,  herewith  submitted, 
will  show  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Institu¬ 
tion. 

Once  more  we  commend  our  interesting  charge  to 
the  care  of  that  Beneficent  Providence,  without  whose 
approbation  all  labor  is  vain,  but  under  the  shadow  of 
whose  wing  there  is  prosperity,  safety  and  peace. 

All  which,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
PHILIP  F.  MAYER,  President. 
Attested. — James  J.  Barclay,  Sec'y. 


Philadelphia ,  Jan'y  1,  1849. 


For  Receipts  and  Payments  from  January  1,  to  December  31,  1848. 

Dr.  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb ,  in  account  with  John  Bacon,  Treasurer. 
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APPENDIX 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

• 

By  a  Rule  of  the  Institution,  deaf  and  dumb  children  are  not  re¬ 
eved  under  ten  years  of  age. 

The  annual  charge  is  one  hundred  and  sixy  dollars.  For  which 
sum  everything  necessary  is  provided,  including  the  usual  clothing  of 
the  Institution,  boarding,  lodging,  washing,  tuition,  stationery  and  me¬ 
dical  attendance ;  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  annum,  in  case 
the  clothing  is  furnished  by  the  parents  or  friends  of  the  pupil. 

No  deduction  is  made  for  vacation. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  should  be  taught  to  form 
letters  with  a  pen  or  pencil,  and  if  possible,  to  write  the  names  of  com¬ 
mon  objects,  before  they  are  sent  to  the  Institution. 

This  can  be  done  without  much  difficulty,  and  will  save  much  valu¬ 
able  time. 

The  most  advantageous  time  for  the  admission  of  pupils  is  the  first 
of  October  in  each  year,  and  punctuality  in  this  particular  is  important, 
as  new  classes  are  formed  at  this  period. 

Pupils  will,  however,  be  received  at  other  times  of  the  year,  if  cir¬ 
cumstances  prevent  their  being  placed  in  the  Institution  by  the  first  of 
October. 

Payments  are  expected  to  be  made  in  advance  every  six  months. 
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Donations  to  the  Library,  of  Books,  Maps,  Pictures,  &c.,  and  to  the 
Cabinet,  of  Apparatus,  Specimens,  Curiosities  of  Nature  and  Art,  will 
be  received  at  the  Institution. 


FORM  OF  A  DEVISE  OR  BEQUEST. 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  “  The  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,”  &c. 


STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Applicants  for  the  bounty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
must  be  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty  years ;  and  before  they 
can  be  admitted,  satisfactory  evidence  must  be  furnished  from  respec¬ 
table  persons  of  their  neighborhood,  of  the  pecuniary  inability  of  the 
parents,  and  of  the  good  natural  intellect  of  the  child;  and  its  freedom 
from  any  constitutional  malady  that  might  incapacitate  it  for  instruc¬ 
tion. 

On  application  to  the  Principal  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution, 
Philadelphia,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  a  paper  with  printed  questions  and 
blank  spaces  for  answers,  will  be  forwarded.  After  the  paper  has  been 
filled  out,  it  must  be  returned  to  the  Institution.  The  applicant  will 
soon  after  be  informed  of  the  result  of  the  application. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  State  Fund  is  limited ;  new  pupils  can 
only  be  admitted  when  vacancies  occur. 


STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Applications  for  the  bounty  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  must  be 
made  to  the  Governor,  “  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  any  two 
respectable  individuals,  attested  before  a  magistrate,  to  the  age,  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  capacity  of  the  deaf  mute,  in  whose  behalf  the  appli¬ 
cation  is  made.”  The  term  allowed  is  five  years. 
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STATE  OF  DELAWARE. 

Application  for  the  bounty  of  the  State  of  Delawae,  must  be  made 
to  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  State.  The  term  allowed  is  six  years. 


STATE  OF  MARYLAND. 

Applications  for  the  bounty  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  must  be  made 
to  the  Levy  Courts,  or  Commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  or  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore.  The  term  allowed  is  seven 
years. 

Deaf  mutes  to  be  supported  by  their  friends,  also  those  supported  by 
the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  should  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  written  answers  to  the  following  questions  : 

What  is  the  name  of  the  child?  (mention  the  whole  of  its  name.) 

What  is  the  age  of  the  child  ?  (mention  the  year,  month,  day,  and 
place  of  birth.) 

What  are  the  names  of  the  parents  and  where  do  they  reside  ?  (men¬ 
tion  the  County  and  nearest  Post  Office.) 

What  are  the  names  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  child  ? 

Are  any  of  them  Deaf  and  Dumb  ? 

Are  any  of  the  connections  of  the  family  Deaf  and  Dumb,  or  is  it 
known  that  there  have  been  any  Deaf  and  Dumb,  either  on  the  father’s 
or  mother’s  side  in  the  line  of  their  ancestors  ? 

Has  the  child  had  the  small-pox,  or  been  vaccinated? 

Has  it  had  the  scarlet  fever,  measles,  or  whooping  cough  ? 

Was  it  born  deaf,  or  did  it  lose  its  hearing  by  sickness  or  disease? 
If  so,  how,  and  at  what  age  ? 

SUBSCRIPTIONS,  DONATIONS,  BEQUESTS. 

Annual  Subscription,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  $  2  00 

Life  Subscription,  20  00 

Received  by  the  Treasurer, 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1849. 


President. 

Rev.  Philip  F.  Mayer,  D.  D. 


Vice  Presidents. 

N.  Chapman,  M.  D.,  Samuel  R.  Wood, 

C.  C.  Biddle,  L.L.D.,  Robert  M.  Lewis. 

Treasurer. — John  Bacon. 

Secretary. — James  J.  Barclay. 


Franklin  Bache,  M.  D., 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  LL.  D.. 
Joseph  G.  Nancrede,  M.  D., 
George  G.  Leiper, 

Henry  J.  Williams, 
Lawrence  Lewis, 

Abraham  Miller, 

George  W.  Toland, 
William  M.  Meredith, 
Benjamin  W.  Richards, 
Jacob  Gratz, 

Edward  Yarnall, 


Directors. 

Thomas  H.  White, 

Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D., 
Mordecai  L.  Dawson, 

John  Farnum, 

Thomas  F.  Wharton, 

John  Cadwalader, 

Edward  Coles, 

Thomas  P.  Cope, 

Alexander  Symington, 

William  Shippen,  M.  D., 
William  H.  Dillingham, 

Henry  D.  Gilpin. 


Mrs.  Hannah  Paleske, 
Hannah  Henry, 
Hannah  Jones, 
Susan  D.  Brown, 
Ann  Morris, 
Elizabeth  Dawson, 


Ladies'  Committee. 

Mrs.  Robert  M.  Lewis, 
Caroline  Wood, 
Elizabeth  H.  Farnum, 
Miss  Hannah  Parke, 

Margaret  Latimer, 
Sarah  Wistar. 


Physician—  John  B.  Biddle,  M.  D. 


Consulting  Physicians. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D. 

Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.  D. 


Principal.— A.  B.  Hutton,  A.  M. 


Robert  T.  Evans,  Jr., 
Benjamin  B.  M’Kinley,  A.  M. 
Joshua  Foster, 


Instructors. 

Benjamin  D.  Pettengill, 
Joseph  O.  Pyatt, 

William  M’Kinley,  A.  M., 
Joseph  Mount. 


Matron. — Hannah  Elfreth. 

Steward  and  Superintendent  of  Workshop. — Thomas  K.  Middleton. 
Superintendent  of  the  Tailor's  Shop.— James  Berry. 


